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Attendance At Meeting. 

Present -- The Honorable Brandon Johnson, Mayor, and Alderpersons La Spata, Hopkins, 
Robinson, Yancy, Hall, Mitchell, Harris, Beale, Chico, Lee, Ramirez, Quinn, Gutierrez, Lopez, 
Coleman, Moore, Curtis, O'Shea, Taylor, Mosley, Rodriguez, Tabares, Scott, Sigcho-Lopez, 
Fuentes, Burnett, Ervin, Cruz, Cardona, Waguespack, Rodriguez-Sanchez, Conway, 
Quezada, Villegas, Mitts, Sposato, Nugent, Vasquez, Napolitano, Reilly, Knudsen, Gardiner, 
Clay, Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden, Silverstein. 

Absent -- Alderpersons Dowell, Taliaferro, Lawson, Martin. 

Call To Order. 

On Monday, April 7, 2025 at 11 :41 AM . (the hour appointed for the meeting was 
10:30 AM .), the Honorable Brandon Johnson, Mayor, called the City Council to order. The 
Honorable Andrea M. Valencia, City Clerk, called the roll of members and it was found 
that there were present at that time: Alderpersons La Spata, Hopkins, Robinson, Yancy, 
Hall, Mitchell, Harris, Beale, Chico, Lee, Ramirez, Quinn, Gutierrez, Lopez, Coleman, 
Moore, Curtis, O'Shea, Taylor, Mosley, Rodriguez, Tabares, Scott, Sigcho-Lopez, Fuentes, 
Ervin , Cruz, Cardona, Waguespack, Conway, Villegas, Mitts, Sposato, Nugent, Vasquez, 
Napolitano, Reilly, Knudsen, Gardiner, Clay, Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden, Silverstein -- 43. 

Quorum present. 

At this point in the proceedings, the Honorable Brandon Johnson, Mayor, informed the 
City Council that Alderperson Burnett submitted a request, pursuant to Rule 59 of the 
City Council's Rules of Order and Procedure, to attend the meeting remotely . 

Thereupon, the members physically present in the Chamber accepted by unanimous vote, 
the request by Alderperson Burnett to attend the meeting remotely, pursuant to Rule 59 of the 
City Council's Rules of Order and Procedure, resulting in a quorum of 44 persons. 

Pledge Of Allegiance. 

Mayor Brandon Johnson led the City Council and assembled guests in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
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Invocation. 

Reverend Dorothy Caldwell, chaplain of the Chicago Sky basketball team, opened the 
meeting with prayer. 

Placed On File -- CALL FOR SPECIAL MEETING. 
[F2025-0016224] 

The Honorable Andrea M. Valencia, City Clerk, informed the City Council that the following 
call for a special meeting was filed in her office on Monday, March 31, 2025, 
at 4:18 P.M.: 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
CITY OF CHICAGO 

March 31, 2025. 

To the Honorable, The City Council of the City of Chicago: 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN -- I hereby call a special meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Chicago, to be convened at 10:30 AM. on Monday, April 7, 2025, in the City Council 
Chamber in City Hall, for the sole purpose of: 

1. Considering the appointment of the Alderman of the 35th Ward, replacing 
Carlos Ramirez-Rosa, who has resigned; and 

2. Considering a resolution amending the resolution identifying the Chairmen, 
Vice-Chairmen, and members of standing committees of the City Council of the 
City of Chicago for the 2023 -- 2027 term to include the new 35th Ward Alderman, 
replacing Carlos Ramirez-Rosa, who has resigned. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) BRANDON JOHNSON, 
Mayor. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT. 

In accordance with the City Council's Rules of Order and Procedure, the following members 
of the general public addressed the City Council : 

Robert Castillo 

Lawrence J. Ligas 

Connie Hernandez 

Tiwon Sims 

Mark Hubert 

George Blakemore 

In accordance with the City Council 's Rules of Order and Procedure, the following members 
of the general public registered to address the City Council but did not testify: 

Jodie Wiederkehr 

Devon Carson 

In accordance with the City Council's Rules of Order and Procedure, the following members 
of the general public submitted written comments to the City Council: 

Michele Miedlar 

Barbara Noon 

Cindy Purtell 

Tracy Doherty 

Derrick Reeves 

Lorianne Kloss 
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COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES AND RULES. 

APPOINTMENT OF ANTHONY QUEZADA AS ALDERPERSON OF 35TH WARD. 
[A2025-0016379] 

The Committee on Committees and Rules submitted the following report: 

CHICAGO, April 7, 2025. 

To the President and Members of the City Council: 

Your Committee on Committees and Rules, which met on April 7, 2025, considered the 
following appointment: 

1. (A2025-0016379) Appointment of Anthony Quezada as the Alderman of the 35th Ward. 

This item received approval by a roll call vote of the committee of 35 yeas and 1 O nays. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) MICHELLE A. HARRIS, 
Chair. 

On motion of Alderperson Harris, the committee's recommendation was Concurred In and 
the said proposed appointment of Anthony J. Quezada as Alderperson of the 35th Ward was 
Approved by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yeas -- Alderpersons La Spata, Robinson, Hall, Mitchell , Harris, Chico, Lee, Ramirez, 
Quinn, Gutierrez, Curtis, O'Shea, Taylor, Rodrfguez, Scott, Sigcho-Lopez, Fuentes, Burnett, 
Ervin, Cruz, Waguespack, Rodrfguez-Sanchez, Conway, Mitts, Sposato, Nugent, Vasquez, 
Napolitano, Knudsen , Clay, Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden -- 32. 

Nays -- Alderpersons Hopkins, Yancy, Beale, Lopez, Moore, Tabares, Cardona, Villegas, 
Reilly, Gardiner, Silverstein -- 11. 

Alderperson Mitchell moved to reconsider the foregoing vote. The motion was lost. 
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At this point in the proceedings, the Honorable Thomas More Donnelly, Judge of the Circuit 
Court of Cook County, administered the oath of office to the Honorable Anthony J. Quezada 
as newly appointed Alderperson of the 35th Ward. The oath of office of 
Alderperson Anthony J. Quezada was Placed on File in the Office of the City Clerk. 

[F2025-0016378) 

Speaking from the Clerk's rostrum, Alderperson Quezada thanked Mayor Johnson, 
Chair Harris and the members of the City Council for the honor to serve as Alderperson of the 
35th Ward . Expressing his appreciation to the 35th Ward community for their ongoing support 
and inspiration, Alderperson Quezada also recognized and thanked his family and friends, his 
colleagues at the Cook County Board and the residents of the Logan Square community. 
Alderperson Quezada also acknowledged and thanked former 35th Ward Alderperson and 
newly appointed General Superintendent and Chief Executive Officer of the Chicago Park 
District Carlos Ramirez-Rosa for his mentorship, support and friendship and for his leadership 
and commitment to justice and good governance. Proudly declaring himself a lifelong 
Chicagoan born and raised in Logan Square and the son of two working class immigrant 
parents, Alderperson Quezada spoke of how his father who immigrated from Mexico and his 
mother who immigrated from Costa Rica worked multiple jobs to support their family and the 
important lesson he learned from his parents and neighbors that "a community can thrive 
when people from diverse backgrounds care for each other, even under challenging economic 
circumstances and poverty". While we celebrate the diversity of the 35th Ward community as 
well as the City of Chicago we must also remain cognizant of our common values and 
concerns, Alderperson Quezada stated and stressed the importance of elected leadership 
recognizing and advancing these core issues. Recalling his involvement first as a community 
organizer and later as a neighborhood services director in the 35th Ward office, 
Alderperson Quezada spoke of his responsibility in overseeing infrastructure improvement 
projects and assisting residents with accessing city and social services. Elected in 2020 as 
the 35th Ward democratic committeeperson and more recently elected in 2022 as 
commissioner of Cook County's 8th District, Alderperson Quezada stated that in each of his 
roles he helped build coalitions, expand access to critical services, and fight for policies that 
prioritize working families. "Whether it was working to help build 100 affordable housing units 
at the Lucy Gonzalez apartments in Logan Square, helping families in deportation, standing 
along tenants for housing justice or delivering property tax transparency and relief at the 
county, I have always fought to bring people together to address our shared concerns". 
Affirming his longstanding belief that "the guiding principle of government must be to do the 
greatest good and to improve the well-being of everyone, especially the most vulnerable in 
our communities", Alderperson Quezada spoke of working alongside fellow Cook County 
Board members to increase funding to the Cook County health system and create dental 
health units across multiple clinics and as vice chair of the Labor Committee, collaborating to 
pass the paid leave ordinance, expanding benefits for workers in suburban Cook County and 
more recently , passing legislation to ensure intergovernmental collaboration between 
Cook County and the City of Chicago to address violence against the trans community . 
Reflecting on his service as a community organizer, neighborhood services director, 
Democratic committee person and county commissioner, Alderperson Quezada asserted that 
his actions have always been guided by lived experiences, both his own and his neighbors. 
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"From families being displaced by rising rents and a lack of affordable housing options to 
people sleeping under viaducts and trains to seniors forced to sell their homes due to 
increased property taxes, from students at our neighborhood schools who don't have the 
resources they need to succeed and deserve, to the neighbors who can't access mental 
healthcare or are forced to choose between medicine and groceries, these are the daily 
realities many Chicagoans are experiencing daily". Pledging to fight every day to ensure that 
no one is left behind, Alderperson Quezada professed his commitment to the residents of the 
35th Ward to continue his support of a community driven zoning and development process so 
that local zoning decisions are made with residents in mind to better meet local needs. 
Alderperson Quezada further vowed to work diligently to protect and build affordable housing, 
to pass reforms to the property tax system and help provide relief to struggling homeowners 
and to fight for improving and modernizing Chicago's public transit system to not only drive 
economic development in our neighborhoods but also reduce the city's carbon footprint and 
help combat climate change. Alderperson Quezada resolved to work on improving public 
safety by implementing data driven strategies and investments that create safer 
neighborhoods for everyone, with a particular focus on those who are discriminated against. 
Expressing his enthusiasm and pride in representing and serving the residents of the 
35th Ward, Alderperson Quezada also declared his eagerness to work together with the Mayor 
and members of the City Council on the many challenges facing our city and the diverse needs 
of every community. Alderperson Quezada then called upon all Chicagoans to work shoulder 
to shoulder to help build a Chicago "where no one is left behind, where every person, no 
matter their income, zip code or where they were born, has a chance not just to survive but to 
thrive." 

Mayor Johnson then instructed the Sergeant-At-Arms to escort Alderperson Quezada to his 
City Council seat. 

AMENDMENT OF MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES. 
[SR2025-0016380] 

The Committee on Committees and Rules submitted the following report: 

CHICAGO, April 7, 2025. 

To the President and Members of the City Council: 

Your Committee on Committees and Rules, which met on April 7, 2025, considered the 
following substitute resolution: 

2. (SR2025-0016380) A substitute resolution amending the resolution identifying the 
Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen, and members of standing committees of the City Council 
of the City of Chicago for the 2023 -- 2027 term. 
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This item was adopted by a voice vote. Alderman Sposato requested to be recorded as 
a no vote. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) MICHELLE A. HARRIS, 
Chairman. 

On motion of Alderperson Harris, the said proposed substitute resolution transmitted with 
the foregoing committee report was Adopted by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yeas -- Alderpersons La Spata, Robinson, Hall, Mitchell, Harris, Chico, Lee, Ramirez, 
Quinn, Gutierrez, Curtis, O'Shea, Taylor, Rodriguez, Scott, Sigcho-Lopez, Fuentes, Burnett, 
Ervin, Cruz, Waguespack, Rodriguez-Sanchez, Conway, Mitts, Sposato, Nugent, Vasquez, 
Napolitano, Knudsen, Clay, Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden -- 32. 

Nays -- Alderpersons Hopkins, Yancy, Beale, Lopez, Moore, Tabares, Cardona, Villegas, 
Reilly, Gardiner, Silverstein -- 11. 

Alderperson Mitchell moved to reconsider the foregoing vote. The motion was lost. 

The following is said resolution as adopted: 

Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of Chicago: 

The resolution identifying the Chairmen, , Vice-Chairmen, and members of standing 
committees of the City Council of the City of Chicago for the 2023 -- 2027 term is hereby 
amended by deleting the language struck through and by inserting the language 
underscored, as follows: 

(Omitted text is not affected by this resolution.) 

2. Committee On The Budget And Government Operations 

Ervin (Chairman), Lee (Vice-Chairman), La Spata, Dowell, Robinson, Yancy, 
Mitchell, Harris, Beale, Ramirez, Quinn, Lopez, Moore, O'Shea, Mosley, Rodriguez, 
Scott, Sigcho-Lopez, Burnett, Taliaferro, Cardona, Rodriguez-Sanchez, Conway, 
Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Villegas, Mitts, Sposato, Nugent, Vasquez, Napolitano, 
Reilly, Knudsen, Martin, Hadden, Silverstein. 
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3. Committee On Committees And Rules 

Harris (Chairman), Hall (Vice-Chairman), Cardona (Vice-Chairman), Napolitano 
(Vice-Chairman), La Spata, Hopkins, Dowell, Robinson, Yancy, Mitchell, Beale, Chico, 
Lee, Ramirez, Quinn, Gutierrez, Lopez, Coleman, Moore, Curtis, O'Shea, Taylor, 
Mosley, Rodriguez, Tabares, Scott, Sigcho-Lopez, Fuentes, Burnett, Ervin, Taliaferro, 
Cruz, Waguespack, Rodriguez-Sanchez, Conway, Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Villegas, 
Mitts, Sposato, Nugent, Vasquez, Reilly, Knudsen, Lawson, Gardiner, Clay, Martin, 
Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden, Silverstein . 

(Omitted text is not affected by this resolution.) 

9. Committee On Finance 

Dowell (Chairman), Conway (Vice-Chairman), La Spata, Hopkins, Hall, Mitchell, 
Harris, Beale, Lee, Ramirez, Quinn, Lopez, Moore, Curtis, O'Shea, Taylor, Mosley, 
Rodriguez, Scott, Sigcho-Lopez, Burnett, Ervin, Taliaferro, Cardona, Waguespack, 
Rodriguez-Sanchez, Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Villegas, Mitts, Sposato, Vasquez, 
Reilly, Knudsen , Martin, Silverstein. 

10. Committee On Health And Human Relations 

Rodriguez-Sanchez (Chairman), Ramirez (Vice-Chairman), Robinson, Yancy, 
Gutierrez, Lopez, Sigcho-Lopez, Fuentes, Cruz, Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Lawson, 
Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden. 

11. Committee On Housing And Real Estate 

Sigcho-Lopez (Chairman), Mitchell (Vice-Chairman), La Spata, Dowell, Robinson, 
Harris, Quinn, Moore, Taylor, Tabares, Scott, Fuentes, Burnett, Rodriguez-Sanchez, 
Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Villegas, Mitts, Clay, Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden. 

12. Committee On Immigrant And Refugee Rights 

Vasquez (Chairman), Taylor (Vice-Chairman), Dowell , Gutierrez, Rodriguez, Fuentes, 
Taliaferro, Cruz, Cardona, Rodriguez-Sanchez, Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Knudsen, 
Manaa-Hoppenworth, Hadden. 

(Omitted text is not affected by this resolution .) 
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19. Committee On Workforce Development 

Rodriguez (Chairman), Gutierrez (Vice-Chairman), Yancy, Hall, Beale, Chico, 
Ramirez, Quinn, Coleman, Curtis, Taliaferro, Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Sposato, 
Vasquez, Clay. 

20. Zoning, Landmarks And Building Standards 

Burnett (Chairman), Lawson (Vice-Chairman), La Spata, Hopkins, Dowell, Hall, 
Harris, Beale, Ramirez, Moore, Mosley, Sigcho-Lopez, Fuentes, Cruz, Conway, 
Ramirez Rosa, Quezada, Villegas, Reilly, Knudsen, Clay. 

PRESENCE OF VISITORS NOTED. 

The following individuals were in attendance and recognized by the City Council: 

Honorable Graciela Guzman, Illinois State Senator; 

Honorable Tara S. Stamps, Commissioner, Cook County Board, 1st District; 

Honorable Michael Scott, Jr., Commissioner, Cook County Board, 2nd District; 

Honorable Bill Lowry, Commissioner, Cook County Board, 3rd District; 

Honorable Dr. Kisha McCaskill, Commissioner, Cook County Board, 5th District; 

Honorable Scott R. Britton, Commissioner, Cook County Board, 14th District; 

Honorable Kevin B. Morrison, Commissioner, Cook County Board, 15th District; 

Honorable Samantha Steele, Commissioner, Cook County Board of Review, 2nd District; 

Carlos Ramirez-Rosa, General Superintendent and Chief Executive Officer, Chicago Park 
District; 

Frank Chapman, Chicago Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression; 

Joe losbaker, Chicago Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression; 
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Nilda Esparza, Logan Square Chamber of Commerce; 

Andrew Schneider, Logan Square Preservation; 

Nataki Rhodes, One Fair Wage; 

Sandra Puebla, Chair, United Neighbors of the 35th Ward; 

4/7/2025 

Michael Carvajal, brother of newly appointed 35th Ward Alderperson Anthony J. Quezada; 

Samantha Quezada and Nora, sister and niece of newly appointed 35th Ward 
Alderperson Anthony J. Quezada; 

Caitlin Brady, Chief of Staff to Illinois Senator Graciela Guzman; 

Joyce Brody, community activist; 

Lenny Brody, community activist; 

Hilda Frontany, community activist. 

Adjournment. 

Alderperson Mitchell then moved that the City Council do Adjourn. The motion Prevailed by 
a viva voce vote and the City Council Stood Adjourned. 

UbUUi' 
ANDREA M. VALENCIA, 

City Clerk. 
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